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American Helvetia
Philatelic Society

American Helvetia Team
Wins Swiss Championship

A team of five AHPS members, calling
itself "American Helvetia", captured first place

in the "Swiss Champion" competition against
six Swiss society teams at NABA Baden 2006,
the Swiss Level I national exhibition
September 7-10 . All seven contending teams
had advanced from two earlier rounds of
competition at the local level in 2004 and
regional level in 2005.

The AHPS team, exhibiting a broad

spectrum of Swiss philatelic subjects,
comprised Charles LaBlonde, team chief,
showing "World War II Postal Routes to

Switzerland" ; Heinrich Heissinger, a first-time Team members left to right : Harlan Stone, Mike Peter, Heinrich
exhibitor, "The Durheim Issues 1850-1854 " ; Heissinger, and Ralph Soderberg ; Chuck LaBlonde could not attend

Harlan Stone, "Postal Rates 1 July 1862 – 30 the show

November 1891"; Michael Peter, "Test Drops during the Graf Zeppelin 's Flights over Switzerland in

1929"; and Ralph Soderberg, "The Perforated Cross Official Issues of 1935 and 1937".

Their individual scores were averaged for the team score. The team earned extra points for a
first-time exhibitor and for displays in five different
exhibiting classes, raising the winning total to 94.

The rules also required the members to show
material they had never exhibited competitively,
increasing their individual displays from 24 to 36 to

48 pages at each successive level.

AHPS will retain the
championship trophy until the
completion of a fifth three-year cycle of
competition and the selection of a new

Swiss Champion at the next Swiss
national exhibition in three or more
years. The trophy will be on display at
the next AHPS convention in St . Louis
February 23-25. Each team member

received a gold NABA Baden medal
and an engraved crystal showing the
famous medieval Baden clock tower.
The photo above (continued on page 9)
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Meet You In St. Louis
Our annual convention is heading to St.

Louis . St. Louis puts on one of the top WSP
shows in the country and we hope you can join

the festivities.

February 23, 24 and 25 2007 . A special
room rate of $79/night is available . The show
hall is connected to the hotel, thus everything is
in one place.

The hotel and show are less than 2 miles
from the St . Louis airport.

The Exhibiting prospectus is available
and for the first time we will have two AHPS

members on the jury. Thus, experienced and
Swiss knowledgeable jurors will evaluate your
exhibit .

Additional AHPS activities:

Friday February 23:

2 :00-4:00 p.m. Open Forum : Theme Pro

Patria . Talk about your favorite cover,

recent acquisition or any other interesting
story.

Evening: Time TBA: Local members have

arranged for a dinner for AHPS members
and special guests. Cost to be determined,
but a fun evening is planned.

After Dinner : Come to the AHPS hospitality
suite in the show hotel for a nightcap.

Saturday February 24:

10 :00 a .m . — noon: Annual Membership
Meeting

Evening: Awards Banquet at hotel . Tickets

can be purchased in advance on Friday at
the show booth.

After Dinner: The AHPS hospitality suite

will be open.

Sunday February 25:

AHPS Swap Meeting at Hotel

9:30 — 11 :00 a.m. at the hotel, place TBA

If you plan to come to the Friday night

dinner, please email Mike Peter prior to the
show at mpeter@tritechcoatings .com with a
reservation.

Additional show and hotel info, including

prospectus, are at www.stlstampexpo .org.

Looking forward to seeing a strong AHPS
showing in St . Louis .

President's Message
It is time to make your plans to attend

the 2007 AHPS Convention . We are returning to

the Midwest this year by holding the meeting at
the St. Louis Expo, February 23-25, 2007 . Mike

Peter has promised one of the best conventions

ever. Join us; you will not be disappointed.

Congratulations are in order for the
AHPS team for winning the Swiss
Championship at NABA Baden 2006 . The team
members Chuck LaBlonde, team chief, Heinrich

Hessinger, Harlan Stone Ralph Soderberg and
Michael Peter are to thanked for their winning

efforts .

This will be my last President's Message

as elections are next month . I want to thank you
all for your co-operation and patience during the

last four years .

Bill

AHPS Elections
The AHPS officers' terms expire at the end of

2006 . The Nominating Committee of Chuck

LaBlonde, Ernie Bergman, and Bob Zeigler has
recommended:

President

	

Harlan Stone

Vice President

	

Bruce Marsden
Secretary

	

Dick Hall
Treasurer

	

Harry Winter

Director, east

	

Rudy Keller

Director, central

	

Mike Peter
Director, west

	

Donn Lueck

Members should receive their ballots in the mail

soon . Our thanks to the 2005-2006 officers!

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS
Conventions and shows:

St. Louis Stamp Expo, February 23-25, 2007 —

St. Louis; contact Michael Peter (see page 2
for addresses).

ROPEX, Spring 2008 — Rochester, NY; contact
David Durham, 149 Ontario St., Honeoye

Falls, NY 14472, dedur@aol .com

PIPEX, 2009 — Portland, OR; contact George
Struble, 210 18th St . NE, Salem, OR 97301,

gstruble@willamette .edu
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Release of New
Strubel Book

The long-awaited large handbook on the

"Sitting Helvetia Imperforate 1854-1863" by Urs
Hermann went into distribution at NABA
Baden, where it won a large gold medal in the
literature class . The dedication page includes

the late AHPS member Herbert Brach, who
published the first English-language book on the
Strubels in 2000.

Volume I of the new work contains xxxii

+ 624 pages and color illustrations on the history
of Strubel printing and use . It measures 8% by
12 inches, has board covers, and is perfect-
bound. It is also nearly 2 inches thick. The
slender accompanying Volume II contains vii +
167 pages of rate tables, rarity tables and
footnotes to Volume I . A Volume III is still in
preparation.

Pre-publication subscribers are paying
260 Swiss francs for the first two volumes.
Those able to pick up their copes at NABA

Baden saved an additional 50SFr in postage.
The post-publication price is 340SFr plus
shipping and handling . Orders should go to Geri
Oeschger, Schwimmbadstr . 43, CH-5430
Wettingen, Switzerland, telephone (56) 426 74
26.

AHPS Web-site Update
by Bruce Marsden

If you haven't visited the AHPS website
at www .swiss-stamps .org recently, please do
take a look at the new resources added to the
site .

In addition to the AHPS Auction images
maintained by Gordon Trotter, Dick Hall has
spent countless hours at the scanner digitizing
back issues of Tell and its predecessor, the

Helvetia Bulletin.

I am pleased to announce that the entire
archive of the Helvetia Bulletin from 1937 to
1957 is now available for viewing on line. In

addition, the on line Tell archive comprehends
all issues from Volume 1, Number 1, in 1975
through the 2002 issues . In accordance with the

policy adopted by your Board of Directors, the
most recent three years of Tell are embargoed
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from the internet to enhance the value of

membership (e .g. paid subscriptions to the print

edition) . Dick has also prepared comprehensive
annotated Tables of Contents, Authors Indices,
and Indices by Zumstein Catalog Number for
both journals. Thanks, Dick!

In the past several months, our

experimental on line exhibit archive has seen
the addition of two members' gold medal

winning exhibits . Harlan Stone allowed us to

scan his Champion of Champions exhibit,
"Switzerland 1862-1883 The Perforated Sitting
Helvetia" and it is now posted. In addition,

George Struble, recently sent scans of his
Westpex Gold Medal winning exhibit,
`Development of Swiss Airmail to 1930 " which is
also available for viewing.

I would like to expand the number of
Swiss exhibits posted on the website as they
provide an opportunity for leisurely study and
reference for those hurried at the show as well

as for members who were unable to attend a
particular show. My experience is that you can
learn a lot from our fellow members' exhibits.

Following are some scanning guidelines that will
help me to get your exhibit on line faster.

For images to be posted to the internet, I
recommend using a resolution of 72-75 dots per

inch (dpi) . This corresponds to the resolution of
most monitors and provides for a very viewable,

life sized, image of the pages on the screen.
While it is worthwhile for (continued on page 15)
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The largest passenger plane in the world
by Rolf Rölli

In the course of 2006, once more, "the largest passenger plane of the world," the Airbus A 380,

will have its first commercial takeoff.

Card flown on the first mail-carrying DO-X flight

In 1929 the world experienced the
The DO-X, illustrated on a contemporary post card maiden voyage of the — at the time — largest pas-

senger plane of the world, the DORNIER DO-X. It was a miraculously large flying boat, starting and

landing on a lake . The initial work for its construction started in 1926.

The maiden flight of this flying boat with 12 (!) engines from the Bodensee (marking the bor-
der between Switzerland and Germany) was July 13, 1929 with 169 passengers and crew . The first

mail-carrying flight was November 17, 1929 ; a cover from that flight is illustrated above . With a cabin

luxuriously laid out, the DO-X 1 started its first flight "around the world" in November 1930 via
Holland, Portugal, West Africa, South America (arriving in Rio de Janeiro in June 1931), to North Amer-

ica and then back to Germany where it landed in May 1932 (!) on the "Müggelsee" near Berlin . The

The DO-X 1 started around the world

trip lasted that long because a number of en-
gine-problems had to be solved . The plane
was built for a maximum flying level of 10,000

feet (3000m), but it never travelled at this

	

Test flight of the DO X 2 to Italy

height . For technical reasons the average flight level was 1200 feet (400 m) At this low level and a

cruising speed of 175 km/h the consumption of petrol was very high.

Following the DO-X 1, Dornier built the DO-X 2 and 3 for Italy as part of payment of war dam-

ages ; they were foreseen for passenger transports over the Mediterranean . In Italy too tests proved

November 2006
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that they were not really able to do the job – the time had not yet come for such a project . DO-X 2 and

3 were presumed lost and probably were scrapped in La Spezia, Italy.

Wilhelm Nieman was in charge of the small post office on board of the DO-X which had to han-

dle the large quantity of mail carried along . The mail was usually handed over to the local post offices

at the places where the DO-X landed; only very few mail-droppings – as we know them from Zeppelins
– were made from DO-X 1. When Do-X 2 and 3 were flown to Italy, some unofficial droppings were

made over the Canton of Graubünden

Readers interested in studying the DO-X history in more detail can do so at
www.luftfahrtsgeschichte .com.dox.htm.

On February 1-3, 2007, the next Rölli-

Auction will be held . It will include, among other
topics, a comprehensive airmail section . Part of it

will be a highly awarded exhibition collection of

beautiful DO-X documents . Many rare covers

will be offered individually, others in small lots.
There will be items from all over the world, in-
cluding some from Switzerland and Liechten-

stein.

The Swiss Publicity
Issues

by Richard T. Hall

Have you ever wondered why, in 1954,
Switzerland suddenly began issuing annual

(and more lately, semi-annual) series of stamps
commemorating organizational anniversaries
and other occasions? The answer is that the
Federal Council mandated these publicity is-

sues. To quote from the Helvetia Bulletin, Vol-
ume 17, Number 4, April 1954, page 3:

According to a notice published in

the official paper of the P.T.T . dated Oc-

tober 24, 1953 a resolution was passed by
the Federal Council on August 28, 1953
whereby Switzerland will issue special

stamps every year in addition to the Pro
Patria stamps in the Summer and the Pro
Juventute stamps in the Winter period,
except that these new stamps would be
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sold without additional charge unlike the

semi postal stamps. These stamps should

serve to publicize national or interna-
tional events or commemorate anniversa-

ries of outstanding events.

I guess we should be thankful the Fed-

eral Council mandated that they be sold with-

out "additional charge" . All we need is another

series of semipostals!

We learn that Hans Walser, one of our ad-
vertisers, passed away recently.
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

My mailbox has been lonely lately with no new questions or discussion topics . Remember, this

column exists to answer your questions . Keep them coming!

The Swiss Post recently published the quantities issued for some issues of 2003 and 2004 . The

following table gives these numbers.

Zumstein Issue

	

Date of issue

	

Quantity Issued

1104

	

Luck-Bringers - 4-leaf clover

	

11-19-2003

	

400,000*

1110

	

FIFA Centennial

	

3-9-2004

	

1,800,000

1111

	

UEFA Anniversary

	

3-9-2004

	

1,200,000

1112

	

Titeuf - Spring

	

3-9-2004

	

1,000,000

1113

	

Titeuf - Summer

	

3-9-2004

	

1,000,000

1114

	

Titeuf Fall

	

3-9-2004

	

1,000,000

1115

	

Titeuf - Winter

	

3-9-2004

	

1,000,000

1119

	

CERN Anniversary

	

3-9-2004

	

1,100,000

1121

	

Zeppelin NT

	

5-6-2004

	

1,400,000

1122

	

Europa - Vacations

	

5-6-2004

	

3,700,000

1123

	

Athens Olympics

	

5-6-2004

	

1,100,000

1125

	

85c Diddl

	

5-6-2004

	

1,700,000

1126

	

1Fr Diddl

	

5-6-2004

	

700,000

1129

	

Strubel Miniature Sheet

	

9-7-2004

	

900,000

1130

	

Animal Protection - Cat

	

9-7-2004

	

2,500,000

1131

	

Animal Protection - Hedgehog

	

9-7-2004

	

2,200,000

1132

	

Animal Protection - Pig

	

9-7-2004

	

1,400,000

1133

	

Wooden stamp

	

9-7-2004

	

1,100,000

1134

	

1Fr Swiss Products - Cheese

	

9-7-2006

	

1,900,000

1135

	

1 .30Fr Swiss Products - Cheese

	

9-7-2006

	

1,900,000

1136

	

Swiss Balance

	

9-7-2004

	

2,100,000

1137

	

UNESCO - Monte San Giorgio

	

9-7-2004

	

2,600,000

1139

	

Day of the Stamp

	

11-23-2004

	

2,100,000

1146

	

Christmas Miniature Sheet

	

11-23-2004

	

1,100,000

* 40,000 booklets of 10 stamps each

Postal Cards

Tourism - Brienzersee/Zugersee

	

3-9-2004

	

15,000 sets

UEFA Anniversary

	

3-9-2004

	

22,000

Athens Olympics

	

5-6-2004

	

16,000

Swiss Wood

	

9-7-2004

	

21,000

Day of the Stamp

	

11-23-2004

	

15,000

It's interesting to see the variations in the quantities issued — a factor of 9 difference between

the 4-leaf clover stamp and the Europa stamp . And if you're looking for small quantities the postal

cards are your best bet.

On October 23, 2006, a special cancel was placed in service in 8630 Rüti in canton Zürich to

commemorate its 1200th anniversary. It will be in use until December 31, 2007, at which time the
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"1200 Jahre" legend will be removed and the cancel reissued as a K-cancel.
The cancel shows the Joweid Zentrum, a modern technology park, contrasted
with what I think is the 18th Century cloister.

Friend Michael Rutherfoord has pointed out to me that the
Liechtenstein cancel I showed in my September column symbolizes the 11
communes of the country . He also mentioned that the cancel could have been
ordered from the Liechtenstein philatelic agency through August 15. Thanks
Michael for the info.

Here is the latest installment of post office closings, etc .:

1. On September 22, 2006, the post office at 1745 Lentigny (canton Fribourg) was closed and assumed
by 1756 Onnens.

2. On September 29, 2006, the following post offices were closed:

1532 Fétigny (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1530 Payerne]
8461 Oerlingen (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8460 Marthalen]

3. On September 30, 2006, the following post offices were closed:

1820 Montreux 3 Planches (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1820 Montreux 1][K-cancel K1195 was
last used on that date]

8055 Zürich 55 Heuried (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8016 Zürich 16]

On the same date 1918 Mayens-de-Riddes (canton Valais) changed its name to 1918 La
Tzoumaz. Use of the new name began on October 2, 2006 . [K-cancel K1169 was last used on
September 30, 2006]

On the same date K-cancel K188a from 6276 Hohenrain (canton Luzern) was withdrawn from
service

4. On October 28, 2006, the post office at 8457 Humlikon (canton Zürich) was closed [assumed by
8444 Hengart][K-cancel K1359 was last used on that date]

5. On October 31, 2006, the post office at 1093 La Conversion (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by
1095 Lutry]

6. On November 10, 2006, the post office at 1044 Fey (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1038
Bercher]

7. On November 15, 2006, the post office at 1474 Châbles (canton Fribourg) was closed [assumed by
1468 Cheyres]

That will do it for this time . Send me your questions (and answers to earlier questions).
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American Helvetia Team
Wins Swiss Championship

(Continued from page 1) shows four members of the team ; Chuck LaBlonde was not able to
attend the show.

The original proposal for an AHPS team came from Chuck LaBlonde at CHICAGOPEX 2002.

AHPS member Kurt Kimmel, then president of the Swiss Association for Postal History, arranged at
TICINO 2003 for the association to sponsor the team . He also joined the team. After its second place
finish at the Level III exhibition LEMANPHILA 2004 in Lausanne, Ralph Soderberg replaced him . At

the Level II exhibition ZIMBRA 2005 in Horgan, the team slipped to 3rd place . In the face of the

tough competition, some team members completely reorganized their individual exhibits for the final
competition at Level I.

Regardless of the outcome, the team members had already agreed (over many Swiss beers) that

their close cooperation and support of one another's efforts had been reward enough, bringing them
together despite their wide geographical locations in Colorado, Michigan, Missouri and New York.

Other NABA Baden Exhibit Results
Individual AHPS members showing Swiss subjects won the following awards:

Richard Schaefer, "The Post in the Republic and Canton of Geneva from the Middle Ages

to the Beginning of the Federal Post", master class large gold.

Harlan Stone, "The Perforated Sitting Helvetia", master class large gold.

Ralph Soderberg, "The Cross and Numeral Issue 1882-1907", large gold.

Ralph Soderberg, "The IKW Issue 1918-1919", gold and special prize.

Harlan Stone, "Domestic and International Postage Due Charges 1862-1907", gold.

Charles LaBlonde, "Postal History of World War II Mail between New Zealand and
Switzerland" (literature), vermeil.

AHPS Sophie Buser Memorial Youth Award
The winner of the Sophie Buser Memorial Youth Award, donated by AHPS as a special prize,

was Martina Kistier in the 17-19 age group . She also received a gold medal for her three-frame (36-
page) display of Swiss used printed matter wrapper bands with the edelweiss design (Zumstein Nos.

51-54) . She was not present at the youth award ceremony to receive the AHPS plaque from an AHPS
representative . The award was prominently pictured among the special prizes in the exhibition
catalog.
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AHPS Auction 137
They 're baaaack! Soldier stamps, that is, and a nice selection . You will also find a group of *NH blocks

of four, another nice group of airmail covers, and a broad selection of good old Swiss stamps (and Liechtenstein
too). Remember : bid early, high and often – and have fun!

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc) as appropriate.

Values are from the 2006 Zumstein, or from the 2006 SBK if so noted . The airmail covers are cataloged and

priced by the Luftpost Handbuch ; prices are from the 2000 edition, or from 1992 if so indicated . Catalog value

is converted to dollars at the rate SFr . 1 = US$ 0 .80 . Most lots (but not the blocks of 4) are illustrated on the

Internet via the AHPS web site www .swiss-stamps.org.

Closing date for bids in this auction is November 26, 2006 . Please send bids to auction manager Gordon

Trotter by one of the following means ; E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps .org . Mail : 10626 Fable Row, Columbia,

MD 21044. E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged . The deadline for submitting lots for auction

138 is January 15, 2007 .
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AHPS Web-site Update
(Continued from page 4) reference purposes to
have scans of greater resolution which can be

viewed in enlarged form on the screen, the file
sizes required for scans of 200-300 dpi are
larger than can be quickly downloaded from
the internet for easy viewing. These high

resolution scans are best for storage on a CD-
ROM and can be a valuable addition to the
American Philatelic Research Library in
Bellefonte, PA. If you are concerned that the

light source of the scanner may fade your
material, you can scan the material just once at
200-300 dpi and then use software tools such as
Adobe Photoshop to create a second lower

resolution file for the internet . The handiest

graphic file format for internet viewing is the
so-call J-PEG format, typically with a filename

extension of " .jpg".

If you are preparing scans for me to add
to the AHPS website, it will speed my process if
you adopt a page numbering/file naming

convention of pxxx .jpg where the first page is

named p001 .jpg and the last page, for example,
might be p160.jpg. If you would like to
designate sections of the exhibit into

"Chapters", I can provide chapter link buttons
to the website while still maintaining the
graphic file numbering convention.

The handiest way to send me your

scanned exhibit is on a CD-ROM through the
mail. The amount of data contained in a fully
scanned exhibit is really too large to send by e-
mail . My mailing address is:

Bruce Marsden
20 Whitney Road
Short Hills, NJ 07078

I'm looking forward to building our

AHPS electronic exhibit archive . Thanks again

to Gordon Trotter and Dick Hall for their help
in maintaining and expanding the website and
to Harlan Stone and George Struble for
allowing us to publish their exhibits on line.
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AHPS Auction 136
Prices realized

Erratum: Through our friend Michael
Rutherfoord, Hans Lüthi of Switzerland
pointed out an error in Dick Halls's article
about Pro Juventute cards in the September
TELL . As a great collector of the Emmental
he noticed that Fig .4 was from Canton Bern
and not Zürich . He says this is a common
error. In Zürich the two places Nieder- and
Oberhasli have an "i" at the end, not an "e",
e.g. Hasle-Ruegsau, and Oberhasle (which is
an area above Meiringen, not a place), in
Canton Bern. But just to complicate
matters there is in the same general area
"Haslital" .
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